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Increasing Protein in Fishmeal

Tech Topics By Joe Muscolino, Sturtevant Inc.

non-edible animal tissues into stable, 

in caged areas of saltwater or freshwater lakes, ponds, and 

contain enough protein that it could be sold as regular grade 

protein meal, oil, and fat supplier for 

to open another in the south, in the 

markets. 

due to it being a global supplier of air 
classifiers for many types of rendered 
animal meals. 
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clogging issues.

depending on demand for high protein or low ash products. 

produce a wide range of low ash, high-protein products by 
motor rotates an internal fan 
creating updraft airflow that 

The motor also rotates a series 
of selector blades that reject 
some of the undesirable near-size 

R

Table 2. Air classifier output production rates
Product rate (fines)– Product rate (coarse)–

Product Feed rate (input) high protein/low ash regular protein/ash
Tuna meal 3,000 kg/hr 1,760 kg/hr 1,240 kg/hr

(58.7% output) (41.3% output)
Sardine meal 5,076 kg/hr 3,093 kg/hr 1,983 kg/hr

(60.9% output) (39.1% output)
kg/hr = kilograms per hour

Table 1. Improvements in air classified tuna and sardine meals (%)
Initial Initial Initial Initial Final Final

Product moisture fat protein ash protein ash
Tuna meal 6.85 9.82 61.00 19.30 65.11 (+4.11) 14.90 (-4.40)
Sardine meal 7.63 12.00 64.58 18.61 67.68 (+3.10) 15.67 (-2.94)
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